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Gowen Contemporary is pleased to announce the first solo exhibition in Switzerland by Israeli artist Yair Barak.  
 
The exhibition, entitled The Whole Truth, presents the artistʼs most recent works and has been organized with the support of the Israel 
Lottery Council for the Arts, the Embassy of Israel in Switzerland and the Trelex Art Residency. 
 
Barak's work deals with the ambivalence that photography suggests. On one hand his images tend to promise rationality and 
knowledge, but on the other hand they work as metaphysical symbols. His new show offers a dialectical reading of the history of time 
and measurements and at the same time presents a sensual, esthetic mapping of western culture hegemony. 

ʻ... there are many of us that still feel that photographs are duplicates or doubles or reproductions of objects, or substitutes or surrogates 
for them. To be sure – they are not. An object in the world and its photograph thereof share very little commonality but they do share a 
belief. (...) We believe in photographs because we need them and this belief matters. (...) The only thing shared between an object and 
its photograph, is always already our belief.ʼ  (Yanai Toister, 2013). 

The artistʼs reflection about the notions of distance, measurement, proportion, perspective, explored through physical experience and 
cultural interpretation, tackles larger questions.  ʻ(...) Greenwich is the epitaph of the order of rationality only for those who stand within 
it. Our photographer, having once visited there, may rather wish to be standing from outside it, that is to say, if anyone can ever stand 
outside of the orders of rationality. Maybe our photographer knows that there is no standing outside them, only within. Once those 
orders have been erected they will stand for many millennia to come. Until others are erected instead. (...) let us think about 
photographs, odographs and chronographs not as representatives of the orders of rationality but instead as symbols of irrational order.ʼ  
(Yanai Toister, 2013).  

________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
Yair Barak (b.1973) studied in Tel Aviv and New York, lives and works in Tel Aviv. Solo exhibitions include The Tel Aviv 
Museum of Art (upcoming 2014); Julie M. Gallery, Tel Aviv (upcoming 2014);  Dan Gallery, cur. by Ravit Harari, Tel Aviv (2012, 
2013); Tavi-Dresdner Gallery, Tel Aviv (2010); The Kibbutz Gallery, cur. by Yaniv Shapira, Tel Aviv (2007); Haifa Museum of 
Art, cur. by Yehudit Matzkel, Haifa (2005);  Noga Gallery of Contemporary Art, Tel Aviv (2003). Selected group exhibitions 
include The Tel Aviv museum of Art (2012); Bezalel Academy of Art & Design Gallery, cur. by Ruthi Director, Tel Aviv (2010); 
Tavi-Dresdner Gallery, cur. by Yael Yudkovik, Tel Aviv (2009); The Tel Aviv Museum of Art, cur. by Nilly Goren, (2009, 2003); 
Free Studios, cur. by Keren Bar Gil, Geneva (2009);  The Israel Museum, cur. by Nissan Perez, Jerusalem (2007); The Herzlya 
Museum of Contemporary Art, Herzlya (2007). Barakʼs work can be found in the following collections: The SIP Collection; the 
Tel Aviv Museum of Art; The Israel Museum, Jerusalem; the Herzlya Museum of Contemporary Art; the Shoken collection; the 
Hapoalim Bank, Israel. In 2012 Barak has been awarded the Minister of Culture Encouragement Prize. 
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